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ADVERTISEMENT. 


| * Letters are printed chiefly to 
| be diſtributed among the jews; and if 
there ſhould appear to be any proſpect of 
their anſwering the end for which they 
were compoſed, they wilt be'tranſlated i into 
Hab cv. for the uſe of learned Jews 1 in all 
arts of the world, to engage them, 
poffible, in an amicable diſcuſſion of the 
ſubject. 1. 

e may be proper to Thifred, that the 


Word Chrifl, 1 in this work, is uſed only as A 
proper name, to denote” the founder of the 


chriſtian religion and not. as {pnonymous to 
Melis. though. it Was? originally nothing 
more than a tranflation of 3 word it 
Greek. 
Since the/firſt edition of theſe Letters, I 


| have publiſhed: Letters. to Ph. ſapbica / Un- 
belicvers, Part II. in which I have ſtated the 


evidence of the Jetriſh and! chriſtian reli- 
$jons Jointly; | and. therefore 1 wiſh the Jews 
would give particular attention to hem, 
and conſider them as an appendage to theſe 
Letters, addreſſed to themiclves. 


7 DEGI 


LETTER . 


Of the peculiar Privileges of tbe TJewih Nas. 
tion, and the Cauſes of their Prejudices 
egaraft CTbriſtianity. 112 

HILDREN of the ſtock of Abraham, 

and heirs of the ſure promiſes of God. 
Bear, I intreat you, with the ſerious addreſs 

of a chriſtian, who reverences your nation, 
is a believer in the future glory of it, and is 

a worſhipper of the God of your fathers, 

without admitting any other to ſhare in the 
rights of divinity with him. 

I admire your perſevering faith in the 


promiſes of God, notwithſtanding the moſt 
B diſ- 
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diſcouraging appearances. In this you 


ſhew. yourſelves to be the worthy ſons of 


the great patriarch from whom you are 
deſcended. You have ſuffered more than 
any other nation under heaven, but you 
juſtly believe it is no more than was fore- 
told by your great prophet Moſes, and what 
you have brought upon yourſelves. And, 
believing in the equity of the divine pro- 
ceedings, and in the veracity of that God, 


who has diſtinguiſhed you as bis peculiar 


people, you cannot entertain a doubt, but 


that whenever the cauſe of his diſpleaſure is 


removed, he will turn from his fierce anger, 
and remember the covenant which he made 
with. your fathers, to be a God to them, and 


to their feed after them. He will make a 
full end of all other nations, that ſhall per- 


ſecute and oppreſs you, but you he will 
never utterly deſtroy. He will only correct 


you in meaſure, as we read, Jer. XXX. 11. 


xlvi. 28. 
Vour diſlike of chriſtians, and your 


. abhorrence of their faith, is not to be 


wondercd at, when it 1s conſidered | how 
MINT much 


TO THE JEWS. ; 
much you have ſuffered by their cruel op- 
preſſions, and how contrary their doctrines 
have been to the fundamental principles of 
your religion. You are the worſhippers of 
the one living and true God. But, beſides 
him, the generality of chriſtians have paid 
divine honours to Jeſus Chriſt, and in a 
great meaſure alſo to thoſe dead men, whom 
they have called Saints, who were no more 
the proper objects of worſhip than images 
of wood and ſtone, the work of men's 
hands, But at this day the cruel uſage you 
have met with from chriſtian nations is hap= - 
pily much abated. Chriſtians in general, 
and efpecially the more civilized ' among 
them, are diſpoſed to' treat you with equity 
and humanity ; and if you now make en- 
quiry into their faith, you will find that 
many of them have rejected, as abuſes and 
corruptions of it, thoſe doctrines which you 
ſo juſtly abhor. | Riga) 

jeſus Chriſt, * who was of your nation, 
was a worſhipper of the ſame God with 
yourſelves. He taught his followers to wor- 


ſhip the ſame great Being, and no other, 
, B 2 and 
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and to regard himſelf as their wafer, but as 
nothing more than the meſſenger and ſer- 
vant of God, a prophet lite anto Moſes ; and 
the apoſtle Peter calls him, 4 men ap- 
4% proved of God, by miracles, and wonders, 
« and figns, which God did by him.“ Acts 


ii. 22, This rational doQrine prevails more 


and more among chriſtians ; and by readiuvg 
the New Teſtament you will eafily ſatisfy 
yourſelves that there has been no more juſt 
reaſon why chriſtians ſhould pay divise ho- 
nours to Chriſt, than your anceſtors had to 


a worlhi p Moſes. 


For many ages your fathers were conti- 


nually relapſing into ĩdolatry. But God, in 
the courſe of his providence, has at length 


a ly cured you of the leaſt propenſity 
to it. In lite manner he thought proper 


to permit chriſtians to fall into ſimilar ido- 


latrous practiſes, but he is now opening 


their eyes, to ſhew them their abominations, 


and to bring them back to the worſhip of 
himſelf alone; that with us, as well as with 
you, God may be one, and bis name one. Tech. 


Iv. 9. 
N As 
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TO THE FEWS. 5 


As I believe in the ſame God with your- 
ſelves, and worſhip and ſerve him only; ſo- 
I, with fame other chriſtians, believe in the 
perpetual obligation of all the laws which 
Moſes preſcribed to your nation; and that 
cireumeiſion, and other cuſtoms derived 
from your anceſtors, were intended to diſ- 
tinguiſh you from all other nations, as che 
peculiar peapi of God, to the end of the 
world. Jeſus Cheift expreſsly ſaid, Matt. v. 
17. that © he came not to deſtroy the law, or 
the prophets, but to fulfil them; and 
« that till heaven and earth paſs away, one 
« jot or one tietle thall in no wiſe paſs from 
« the law.” Theapoftle Paul faith that by 
faith in the goſpel, we do not make void 
« the law, but eftabbfh ic.” Rom, iii. 3. 
Both Chriſt and his apoſtles, being Jews, 
ſtrictly conformed tor all the rites of your 
religion, and taught the fame to all other 
chriſtian Jews, though they were aurhorized 
not to enjoĩn the ſame ab fervanceson-chrib- 
tians of other nations. Had they done this, 
there wauld have ben nothing w diſtin- 
B 3 guiſh 
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guiſh the poſterity of Abraham from the 
reſt of the world. 

Since, therefore, well-informed chriſtians 
believe in the ſame one, living, and true 
God, with yourſelves, it may be hoped that 
our mutual prejudices will in time abate, 
and that you will be prevailed upon to at- 
tend with calmneſs to the reaſons that may 
be laid before you, why you ſhould believe 
in the divine miflion of Chriſt, as well as in 
that of Moſes, and confider his religion as 
deſigned to be a bleſſing to the gentile 
world as well as to you. 

The ſame God is the benevolent father of 
us all, and he has given us equal powers of 
ſerving him, and being happy in his fa- 
vour. We are all equally the ſubjects of 
his moral government here, and are by na- 
ture equally capable of being heirs of im- 
mortality hereafter. Permit us, therefore, 
to claim the title of your brethren, while we 
acknowledge you as the elder branch of the 
family, and do not envy you the prehemi- 
nence that you are entitled to as ſuch. 


if 
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If you conſider the tenor of all the pro- 
miſes of God to Abraham, and: your great 
anceſtors, you will find that none of them 
reſpect the favour of God in a future world, 
but only in this. And though you have had 
peculiar advantages for knowing and ſerving 
God; yet unleſs theſe be properly improv- 
ed, having more to anſwer. for than other 
nations, you will certainly ſubject your- 
ſelves to a greater condemnation. - As God 
has never ſpared your nation whenever you 
have ſinned, and revolted from him, but has 
always puniſhed you, even with more ſeve- 
rity than he has done other nations,' who 
were leſs favoured by him in this world, the 
fame will, no doubt, be the caſe in the 
world to come. If the reſpect that God 
has for your anceſtors will exempt you from 
puniſhment hereafter, it certainly would 
have done ſo here. 

To you, as the poſterity of Andi: 
Iſaac, and Jacob, God has promiſed the poſ- 
ſeſſion of the land of Canaan. But your 
greateſt and moſt. honourable diſtinction is 
that, when all the reſt of the world was 
B 4 fallen 
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fallen into idolatry, and the abominable and 
horrid vices connected with it, God in- 
ſtructed you in the true knowledge and pure 
worſhip of himſelf, ſo that by means of 
your nation, that moſt important docttr ine 
of the divine unity, has, together with the 
ſpixituality of his worſhip, been proſerved 
in the warld through all ages, even to this 
oy You have been as the. Aale of the earth, and 
by the knowledge which has been diffuſed 
from you to other nations, it has been pre- 
ſerved from univerſal corruption. From 
your nation God has made choice of his 
prophets, by whom he has revealed his will. 
not to yourſelves only, but to all bis off - 
ſpring of mankind. By Jeſus Chriſt and 
his apoſtles, who were all Jews, he has 
taught his wilt to the whole world, calling 
upon all men every where, to: repent (Acta 
xvii. 30. ) not that they chars in ue 
that they may obtain immertal boca 
together with all the virtuous *. na- 

tion, Wer, aL 2 
At 
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At preſent your nation is under the cloud. 
of the divine diſpleaſure, and. therefore you. 
have no prophets among you. But when 

you ſhall be obedient to God, and when, in 
conſequence of it, he ſhall reſtore you to 
the poſſeſſion of your own country, divine 
communications will be again imparted to 
you, and by you to the reſt of the world, as 
we read in Ifaiah ch. ii. 2. And it ſhall 
« come to paſs in the laſt days, that the 
% mountain of the Lord's houſe ſhall be eſ- 
<« tabliſked. in the top of the mountain, and 
„„ ſhall be exalted above the hills, and al! 
« nations ſhall flow unto it, and many 
people ſhall go, and ſay,, Come ye; let us 
* £0 up to the mountain of the Lord, to 
* the. hauſe of the God of Jacob, and he 
« will. teach us of his ways, and. we will 
« walk in his paths. For out of Zion ſhalP 
go forth the law, and · the word of the 
Lord from Jeruſalem. el he ſhalT 
« judge among. the nations, and rebuke. 
«© many. people ; and they ſhall beat their 
© ſwords into plough-ſhares, and their 
„ ſpears into pruning hooks.. Nation ſhall 


„not 
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* not lift up ſword againſt nation, neither 
_ ©* ſhall they learn war any more.“ 


LETTER II. 


of the preſent diſperſed and calamitous State 
of the Jewiſh Nation. 


| Rejoice exceedingly in the proſpe of the 
glorious times announced in the pro- 
phecy quoted in my laſt letter, times ſo glo- 
rious for you, and ſo happy for all the world, 
and I truſt that God is now diſpoſing things 
in the courſe of his providence, fo as to 
haſten their approach, But aſſure yourſelves 
that till ſome obſtacle, now exiſting, be re- 
moved by yourſelves, thoſe times of honour 
and proſperity to your nation cannot come. 
The promiſes of God are ſure. He is a 
« God of truth and without iniquity, juſt 
« and right is he,” Deut. xxxii. 4. And 


as ſurely as he threatened to expel you from 
S | the 
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the Land of Canaan for your diſobedience, 
and has executed his threatenings in themoſt 
dreadful manner, ſo ſurely will he fulfil his 
promiſe to reſtore you to it again, when you 
return to your obedience. But this is the 
indiſpenſable condition of his favour. At- 
tend to the word of God by Moſes. | 

Deut. xxx. 1, &c. And it ſhall come to 

* paſs, when all theſe things are come upon 
* thee, the bleſſing and the curſe which I 
© have ſet. before thee, and thou ſhalt call 
them to mind, among all the nations whi- - 
ther the Lord thy God hath driven thee, 
and ſhalt return unto the Lord thy God, 
* and ſhalt obey his voice, according to all 
that I commanded thee this day, thou and 
thy children, with all thy heart, and with 
* all thy foul ; that then the Lord thy God 
will turn thy captivity, and have compaſ- 
* fton- upon thee, and will return, and ga- 
* ther thee from all the nations, whither the 
Lord thy God hath ſcattered thee. If any 
* of thine be driven out unto the - utmoſt 
parts of heaven, from thence will the Lord 
thy God gather thee, and from thence will 
| EY 
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he fetch thee. And the Lord thy God will 
bring thee unto the land which thy fathers 

poſſeſſed, and thou ſhalt poſſeſs it, and he 
© will do thee good, and multiply thee above 
* thy fathers. And the Lord thy God. will 
© circumciſe thine heart, and the heant of 
© thy ſeed, to love the Lord thy God with 
© all thine heart, and with all thy ſoul, that 
«© thou mayeſt live. 

Your preſent diſperſed and calamitous 
fatuation is. certainly a proof that you are at 
this very time under the divine diſpleaſure. 
Otherwiſe his hand would not be ſo heavy 
upon you. Examine then impartially what 
is the real cauſe of it, and make it your buſi- 
neſs to remove it. The chief cauſe of God's 
diſpleaſure againſt you in former times, was 
your falling into idolatry : of this you were 
effectually cured by the Babyloniſh capti- 
vity. But another cauſe was the obſtinacy 
and incredulity with which your anceſtors 
were charged, when they were called @ - 
necked. and rebellious generation, diſobedient 
to the prophets. whom God from time to 
time ſent to them. | | 
It 
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It is with reluctanoe that 1 bring theſe 
things to your remembrance, and only from 
a principle of ſincere good-will to you. 
How many prophets of God were cruelly 
treated, and cut off, by your forefathers, as 
your ſcriptures teſtify ? But their deſcend- 
ants repented of this, as we read in the 
books of Ezra and Nehemiah, where you 
have an excellent pattern of national hu- 
miliation for national fins, and an account 
of the return of God's favour in conſe- 
quence of it. * 
Bear with me, I intreat you, if, on this 
occaſion, I remind you of a ſerious warn- 
ing given you by Chriſt, which at the fame 
time ſhows his prophetic ſpirit, and the 
true cauſe of your preſent ſufferings. It 
was delivered in your temple, a few days 
before his death, Matt. xxi. 23, &c. There 
* as 2 certain houſholder, who planted a 
«« vineyard, and hedged it round about, and 
« digged a wine-preſs in it, and built a 
« tower, and let it out to huſbandmen, and 
« went into a far country, And when-the 
« time of the fruit drew near, he ſent his 
« ſervants 
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« ſervants to the huſbandmen, that they 
% might receive the fruits of it. And the 
% huſbandmen took his ſervants, and beat 
* one, and killed another, and ſtoned an- 
« other. Again, he ſent other ſervants, 
«© more than the firſt, and they did unto 
4© them likewiſe. - But laſt of all he ſent 

© unto them his ſon, ſaying, They will 
ic reverence my ſon.” But when the huf- 
% bandmen ſaw the ſon, they ſaid among 
«themſelves, This is the heir; come, let us 
« Kill him, and let us ſeize on his inherit- 
% ance. And they caught him, and caſt 
% him out of the vineyard, and ſlew him. 
„When the Lord therefore of the vine- 
yard cometh, what will he do unto thoſe 
* huſbandmen ? They” (that is, your 
Scribes and Phariſees, before whom he de- 
livered this remarkable parable) ** ſay unto 
% him, He will miſerably deſtroy thoſe 
« wicked men, and will let out his vine- 
« yard to other huſbandmen, who ſhall 
« render him the fruits in their ſeaſons.” 
— Our Saviour afterwards added (ver. 43) 
“Therefore the kingdom of God ſhall be 
« taken 
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« taken from you, and given to a nation 
« bringing forth the fruits thereof,” Has 
not this prophecy been as awefully fulfilled 
as that of Moſes ? 
The continuance of your calamities ſhows 
that the cauſe of the divine diſpleaſure 
© againſt you is not only ſomething wrong 
done by your anceſtors, but alſo ſomething 
that is approved, and perſiſted i in, by your- 
ſelves: and it is not. for immoralities of 
a common, kind that God puniſhes you 
with ſo much ſeverity, For other nations 
have been, in theſe reſpects, as wicked a8 
you; but no nation ever ſuffered as you 
have done. 

It is in vain to allege that you are now 
ſuffering for all the fins of your anceſtors 
from the beginning of your nation, and even 
for that of the golden calf. God expreſsly 
ſays, Exod. xx. 5. that he viſiteth the ini- 
quities of the fathers upon the children to 
the third or fourth generation only ; whereas 
many generations have paſſed fince you have 
been wholly expelled from the land of Ca- 


naan. Beſides, vou were puniſhed for all 
your 
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your fins ptior to the Babylonith captivity, 
by chat captivity. Your reſtoration to your 
country is a proof of that ; and God would 
not puniſh you again, and at the diſtance of 
fo many ages, and with ſo much more ſe- 
verity, for the ſame offences. ee, | 

Conſider alfo, that a captivity of ſeventy 
years only, without any peculiar hardſhips 
during the continuance of it, was deemed a 
ſufficient puniſhment for all your offences 
committed before that period ; whereas you 
have experienced unſpeakably greater cala- 
mities, and of much longer continuance, 
fince the promulgation of chriſtianity, than 
the amount of all your ſufferings previous 
to it. " Beſides, you have ſufficiently re- 
pented of your ill uſage of all the preced- 
ing prophets, and nothing more is requiſite 
to obtain the divine forgivenels, and the 
return of his favour. 

Be not, therefore, offended, if, with great 
fincerity, but with equal affection, I muſt 
obſerve, that, according to appearances, 
there is no other cauſe of God's diſpleaſure 


ogainit you beſides your rejection and per- 
ſecution 
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ſecution of the prophets of your own na- 
tion, Chriſt and the apoſtles, who were ſent 
to you in the firft place, and who confined 
their inſttuctions to your nation, till, being 
rejected by you, they were directed to preach 
the goſpel to the Gentiles. This circum- 
ſtance contributed to inflame the hatred of 
your anceſtors againſt the preachers of the 
goſpel, and againſt the goſpel itſelf; and 
the ſame (pirit (fo hoſtile to the goſpel, and 
to God, if he be the author of it, and which- 
mult neceſſarily have excited his diſplea- 
ſure againſt you) has actuated your nation, 
in à greater or leſs degree, in all ages, even 
to this day. But when, duly humbled and 
inſtructed by your afflictions, you fhall be 
more diſpoſed to hear, and attend to, the voice 
of God ſpeaking to you by his ſervants, ſo 
that ſome of you, at leaſt, ſhall ſhew a better 
diſpoſition towards chriſtianity (which does 
not at all interfere with your attachment to 
the laws of Moſes) he may have mercy upon 
you; and your complete converſion may, 
perhaps, be reſerved till your return to the 
land of Canaan. For the fake of a righteous 

C few, 
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few, God may have compaſſion on the many, 
Buthe only knows what his own ſecret pur- 
poſes are. Of this we may be ſatisfied, that 
the Judge of all the earth will do that 
« which is right” (Gen. xviii. 25.) and 
leaſt of all will he be unjuſt to the deſcend- 
ants of Abraham, Ifaac, and Jacob. 


DE T TOR M 
27 the b. Norical Evidences of the divine Miſſion 
of Ch M. 


Revmw, I intreat you, this hiſtory of 
the times in which the goſpel was 
publiſhed, and the conduct of your anceſtors 
in them ; and you will find that they re- 
jected thoſe who came to them from God, 


bringing the fame teſtimonials of a divine 


miſſion that Moſes and the preceding pro- 
phets had brought before them. For, like 
them, they alſo did what no men could 
have done, if God had not been with them. 
. 0 They 
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They healed all diſeaſes by a word ſpeak- 
ing, they even raiſed the dead, and Chriſt 
himſelf roſe from the dead after he had 
been publicly crucified, 

As a true prophet, Chriſt foretold the 
dreadful calamities which befel your nation 
in that generation, and with the trueſt ſym- 
pathy he even ſhed tears on the proſpect of 
them. Thus we read in one of our goſ- 
pels, written before the deſtruction of Je- 
ruſalem by Titus, Luke xix. 41. And 
© when he was come near, he beheld the 
« city, and wept over it, ſaying, If thou 
« hadſt known, even thou, at leaſt in this 
« thy day, the things which belong unto 
« thy peace! But now they are hid from 
« thine. eyes. For the days ſhall come 
« upon thee, that thine enemies ſhall caſt 
« a trench about thee, and compaſs thee 
round, and keep thee in on every ſide, 
* and ſhall lay thee even with the ground, 
„and thy children within thee; and they 
* ſhall not leave in thee one ſtone upon 
„another, becauſe thou kneweſt not the 
* time'of thy viſitation.” 

C2 3 
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That Chriſt performed miracles, your an- 
ceſtors, who ſaw them, did not deny; but 
they weakly aſcribed ſome of the moſt re- 
markable of them to the aid of Beelzebub; 
and it has ſince been ſaid by your writers, 
that he performed his miracles by means of 
ſome ineffable name of God, which he ſtole 

. out of the temple. | 
I will not affront your ede ſo 
much as to refute ſuch pretences as theſe. 
If God could permit Chriſt to impoſe upon 
your nation, and the world, in this manner, 
he might have ſuffered Moſes to do the 
ſame, and there could be no guard againſt 
the groſſeſt impoſtures. Aſſure yourſelves, 
therefore, that God, the God of your fa- 
thers, could never ſuffer your nation to be 
deceived in this manner. The powers 
of nature will never be controuled but by 
the God of natute, and by perſons actually 

commiſſioned and impowered by him. 
Think not that I wiſh do undervalue the 
evidence for the divine miſſion of Moſes. I 
give as firm an aſſent to it as any of your- 
ſelves can do. The hiſtory of Moſes is 
4 388 moſt 
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moſt eſſentially different from the fabulous 
hiſtories of Greece and Rome ; his hiſtory 
having been written in the age in which he 
lived, and the hiſtory of your nation having 
been continued without interruption from 
that time to what 1s univerſally allowed to 
be the time of certain hiſtory, and in ſuch a 
manner as that the connexion gives the 
higheſt credibility to the whole. 

Such a hiſtory as yours could never have 
been received as true, in the age of Moſes 
itſelf, and in all following ages, if it had 
not been ſo. Your nation, which by its 
long continuance in Egypt had acquired a 
fondneſs for its ſuperſtitions, was exceed- 
ingly averſe to the laws and conſtitutions 
of Moſes, and therefore would never have 
been brought to ſubmit to them, if they had 
not been perſuaded, by evidence in which 
they could not be deceived, that they were 
preſcribed by God. 

The evidence ſor the divine miſſion of 
Moſes was, I ſay, of ſuch a nature, as that 
it was impoſſible that your anceſtors ſhould 

8 have 
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have been impoſed upon with reſpect to it, 
The miracles were not things done in the 
preſence of a few intereſted witneſſes, but 
in that of both Egyptians and ; Iſraelites. 
Vour whole nation walked on dry land 
through the Red Sea, and through the 
channel of the river Jordan. They all heard 
the voice of God ſpeaking to them diſtinctly 
(not a ſingle articulate word only, but all the 
Ten Commandments) from mount Sinai, 
and they were fed with manna from heaven 
forty years. In things of this public na- 
ture no people could be impoſed upon. 

It is not, indeed, poſſible to account for 
your anceſtors (who were not in other re- 
ſpects more knowing than the reſt of the 
world, and who were inferior in ſcience to 
the Egyptians and Babylonians) having a 
more perfect knowledge of God, and a purer 
method of worſhip than other nations had, 
but on the ſuppoſition of their having been 
favoured with ſuch divine communications 
as your hiſtory gives an account of. Where 
but in your ſcriptures, in all the periods of 

anti⸗ 
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antiquity, and in the moſt poliſhed nations, 
ſhall we find ſuch compoſitions as thoſe 
which are contained in your book of Pſalms? 
It is in vain that we look for ſuch ſenti- 
ments of reverence for the univerſal provi- 
dence, and righteous government of one 
living and true God in any hymns compoſed 
by writers of other nations. A religion fo 
authenticated as yours, is certainly intitled 
to your moſt zealous attachment. 


But it is not ſufficient to obey one meſ- 
ſenger of God only, and diſregard others, 
who come with the ſame commiſſion. The 
reverence which your anceſtors had for 
Moſes did not excuſe them when they re- 
jected Elijah, Jeremiah, and others whom 
God ſent. If, therefore, John the Baptiſt 
and Jeſus Chriſt, were actually ſent to you 
with a commiſſion from God ; if they and 
the apoſtles were really prophets, your ad- 
herence to Moſes and the other prophets 
will not excuſe your rejection of them. For 
it is a rejection of the authority of our FRE 


whom they were ſent. 


C 4 Now, 
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Now, without any diſparagement to the 
evidence for the divine miſſion of Moſes, 
that of Chriſt may be ſhewn to be even 
clearer and ſtronger, at leaſt to us at this 
day ; becauſe the hiſtory of his miracles is 
more within the limits of certain hiſtory. 
Are the books of Moſes genuine, the real 
production of the age in which the events 
recorded in them are ſaid to have taken 
8 place? So are our four goſpels, and the 
book of Acts. For they alſo may be traced 
up to the time in which the events recorded 
in them happened, ſo that they could never 
have been received as they were, if it had 
not been well known that the particulars 
contained in them were true. 
Were your forefathers ſo diſpoſed that they 
would not haye ſubmitted to the inſtitutions 
of Moſes, without the moſt ſatisfactory evi- 
dence, that they were preſcribed to them by 
God? The apoſtles alſo, and thouſands of 
your countrymen, in the age of Chriſt, were. 
no leſs ayerſe to receive ſuch doctrines as 
thoſe which he taught them. Would they 
have received ſuch a perſon as Jeſus, a cru- 
__ 
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cified malefactor, a dead man, for their Meſ- 
ſiah, if the clear evidence of the miracles 
wrought by him in his life-time, and eſpe- 
cially that of his reſurrection from the dead, 
had not compelled them to it? They were 
no leſs attached to the opinion of the Meſſiah 
being a great prince and a conqueror than you 
are at this day. But being men of ingenu- 
ous minds, they not only abandoned that 
favourite doctrine, but every thing dear to 
them in the world, and even life itſelf, for 
the ſake of truth and a good conſcience. 

If you examine the particulars of the 
miracles of Chriſt, you will find that, 
though none of them can be faid to vie 
with ſome of thoſe recorded by Moſes in 
point of ſplendour and magnitude; yet, that 
with reſpect to notoriety, and frequency, they 
were abundantly ſufficient to ſhew, that 
there could be no trick or colluſion in the 
caſe; and moſt of them were ſuch as alſo 
mark the great benevolence of his charaQer. 


He healed the fick; and not one or two | 


only, but, during a great part of his public 
miniſtry, he went about healing all that 


were 
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were brought to him, and eſpecially diſeaſes 


of the moſt obſtinate kinds, which ſeldom 
yield to any medical treatment, and ſuch as, 
if ever they be cured, it is only in a long 
courſe of time, as palſies, leproſies, lunacies, 
and caſes of blindneſs. He raiſed no leſs 
than three perſons from the dead, and two 


- of them in the preſence of a great number of 


perſons, his enemies as well as his friends. 
_A miracle ſomething ſimilar to that of 


your forefathers being fed with manna, was 


his feeding firſt five thouſand, and afterwards 
four thouſand men, beſides women and chil- 


dren, with a ſmall quantity of proviſion. 


With reſpect to a mere command of the 
powers of nature, what could ſhew it more 
than his ſtilling a tempeſt, or his walking 
on the ſea, in which there could be no arti- 


fice by which the ſpectators could be im- 


poſed upon ? And though after his reſur- 
rection, he did not appear to all the people, 


he was repeatedly ſeen and examined by 


numbers of thoſe who were beſt acquainted 


with him, and at one time by more than 


| five hundred perſons at once. At firſt his 


diſciples 
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diſciples had no expectation of ever ſeeing 
him again, and therefore could not have 
been pre- diſpoſed to believe the fact; and 
afterwards they had leiſure to converſe with 
him, and examine him as particularly as 
they pleaſed; and in the preſence of a great 
number of them he aſcended into heaven. 
After this he appeared to one of the moſt 
inveterate enemies of his religion, Saul of 
Tarſus, who, being -thereby convinced of 
the truth of chriſtianity, became a zealous 
preacher of it. Read the hiſtory, and you 
muſt perceive that it bears, in all reſpects, as 
evident marks of truth as that of Moles. 

The obſtinacy and incredulity of your 
nation in general, in the time of our Savi- 
our and the apoſtles, may be ſatisfactorily 
accounted for on the principles of human 
nature, over which ' motives of intereſt, am- 
bition, and revenge, have often more influ- 
ence- than all other conſiderations. How 
often did the great body of your nation re- 
volt from their allegiance to God, notwith- 
ſtanding the clear and frequent proofs of his 
interpoſition ? Within a very few days after 

| 3 
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the moſt expreſs command, given from the 
mouth of God himſelf, in an audible voice 
from mount Sinai, forbidding them to make 
any graven image, they made a golden calf, 
and bowed down before it. 

Is it then any thing very extraordinary, 
that, chagrined as your anceſtors were, diſap- 
pointed in the humble appearance of Jeſus, 
and ſtung by his ſevere, though juſt re- 
proofs of their hyprocriſy and other vices, 
they were ſo far from hearkening to him, 
that they apprehended him, and put him to 
death ; and that they perſiſted in wreaking 
their vengeance on his followers? It is but 
too natural for intereſted, ambitious, and 
irritated men, to act as they did. But that 
Jeſus, who was ſo unlike what was expected 
of the Meſſiah, ſhould have been received in 
that character by ſuch numbers of your 
countrymen, cannot be accounted for but on 
the ſuppoſition that they had received the 
fulleſt ſatisfaction that his claim 5 well 
founded. 

It is, indeed, hardly poſſible to account 
for the very preten/ions of Jeſus himſelf, on 


any 
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any principles but the fulleſt conviction in 


his own mind, that God had ſent him. He 
was a man of virtue and integrity if ever 
there was one ; and, as appears by his whole 
hiſtory, he was no wild enthuſiaſt, but of a 
very cool and temperate mind. Being a 
Jew as well as yourſelves, he would natu- 
rally have the ſame notion of the Meſſiah 
that other Jews of his age had, and which 
you retain to this day. What then could 
have given him an idea of a ſpiritual, inſtead 
of a temporal kingdom ? And what could 
have ſupported him under the terror of a 
violent death, to which he voluntarily ſur- 
rendered himſelf, and which in his cooleſt 
moments he frequently expreſſed his delibe- 
rate intention of doing, in full confidence of 
being ſoon raiſed to life again, but the 
firmeſt perſuaſion that God was with him, 
and would carry him _— his CY 
undertaking ? 

Had Jeſus been 'an impoſtor, like others 
by whom you have been impoſed upon 
fince, he would certainly have availed him- 
ſelf of the popular prejudices, inſtead of op- 
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poſing them. He would have courted the 
leading men of his country, and not have 
_ irritated them againſt him; or at leaſt would 
have ſecured a ſufficient number of partizans 
among the common people; and at ſeveral 
periods of his hiſtory, and eſpecially in the 
week in which he was crucified, they were 
much diſpoſed in his favour. But he al- 
ways himſelf oppoſed every attempt to make 
him a king. 
If he had not been a good man, as well as 
fully perſuaded of his divine miſſion, he 
would naturally have aſſumed the title and 
rank of a ling, in order to gain followers; 
and having no expectation of a ſpiritual 
kingdom, or of any reward in another life, 
he would never have been fo foolith, or fo 
mad; as to have ſubmitted to die, when it 
was in his power to make his eſcape. For 
when thoſe who were ſent to apprehend him 
were ſtruck with awe, and ell backward to the 
ground (John xviii. 6.) he encouraged them, 
and voluntarily went with them, though he 
knew it was to certain death. 


Had 
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Had the ſcheme been that of the apoſtles, 
after the death of Chriſt (as the object of it 
muſt have been their own emolument or ho- 
nour) they certainly made a very unnatural 
choice of a head, to whom all the honour 
was given; a man whole influence, whatever 
it was, muſt have expired with him, and 
whoſe name, as that of a crucified malefactor 
could have been no credit to them. Beſides, 
it is highly improbable that they, whoſe am- 
bition led them to diſpute, as we find they 
did, about precedency while their maſter was 
living, ſhould live in the moſt perfect har- 
mony, and jointly carry on the ſame ſcheme, 
after his death, with no bond of truth and 
integrity to keep them together ? | 

Conſider then, I beſeech you, the hiſtory 
of Chriſt, which is as authentic as that of 
Moſes, or that of any of your prophets. 
The tranſactions of it, and of the period 
which followed it, were not things done in a 
corner (Acts xxvi. 26.) And conſider whe- 
ther, as men of reaſon and underſtanding, 
you can account for the reception of chriſ- 

tianity in ſo great a part of the world, and 


eſpecially 
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«eſpecially by ſo many of your countrymen, 
and for its continuing to gain ground, and 
eſtabliſh itſelf, notwithſtanding the moſt 
violent oppoſition, both from the heads of 
your nation, and all the other powers of the 
world, on any other ſuppoſition than that of 
Its having come from Gd. 

© Jefus Chriſt was not ſuch a man as Ma- 
hotnet, who pretended to no miracle beſides 
the compoſition of the Koran (which it cer- 
tainly does hot exceed the capacity of man 
to write) and who propagated his religion by 
the ſword. Chriſt and the apoſtles appealed 
to miracles of the moſt public nature, and 
had no means of propagating their religion 
but the evidence of its truth. 

I have carefully peruſed the moſt celebrated 
of your writers againſt chriſtianity, and I do 
not find in any of them a due examination of 
the Biftorical evidence for it. They have con- 
tented themſelves with ſaying in general, 
that chriſtianity was received by very few of 
your countrymen, and thoſe the loweſt of the 
people; and that even among the gentiles, 
the proſeſſors of it were not numerous be- 
8 fore 
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fore it was eſtabliſhed by: the power of Con- 
ſtantine. 

| Now a flight acquaintance with linty 
would convince you that this was far from 
being the truth of the caſe. The hiſtory of 
the book of Acts (the authority of which 
was never diſputed, any more than that of 
the books of Moſes) ſhews that there were 
many thouſands of chriſtian Jews in Jeru- 
ſalem itſelf, preſently after the death and 
reſurrection of Chriſt; and many of them of 
conſiderable rank. And, according to other, 
the moſt authentic, accounts, there appears 
to have been a large body of Jewiſh chriſ- 
tians (generally called Ebionites) reſiding 
chiefly in Syria, whither they had retired upon 
the approach of the Jewiſh. war; and there 
were even ſeveral conſiderable writers among 
them. Of theſe I ſhall only mention He- 
geſippus, who wrote the hiſtory of the chrif- 
tian church, in continuation of the book of 
Acts; and Symmachus, who, beſides tranſ- 
lating the Old Teſtament into Greek, wrote 
a Commentary on the Goſpel of Matthew, 


in which he undertook to refute the ſtory 
D f of 
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of the miraculous conception. They were 
alſo learned Jewiſh chriſtians of whom Je- 
rom learned the Hebrew tongue. 

As to the chriſtian Gentiles, it is well 
known that they were exceedingly nume- 
rous in all parts of the Roman empire ; that 
they did not in general conſiſt of the loweſt 

of the people, but had among them many 
perſons of wealth, rank, and character, and 
that they endured ſeveral ſevere perſecutions 
before the time of Conſtantine. Beſides, 
how could this emperor, in a period which 


was full of civil diſſenſion, and who, hav- 


ing had many competitors to contend with, 
muſt have had many more to fear, have 
ſafely changed the public religion of the 
Roman empire, if the minds of the people 
had not been well prepared for it, by their 
general profeſſion, or at leaſt good opinion, 

of chriſtianity ? 
Noa what we maintain is, that this ſtate 
of things (which no perſon acquainted with 
hiſtory can deny) could not have taken place 
without ſuch evidence of the miracles and 
reſurrection of Chriſt, as it was not in the 
2 | | power 


10 THE JEWS: 35 
power of thoſe, who had the beſt opportu- 
nity of enquiring into it; to refiſt. 

In order to form a right judgment with 
reſpect to thoſe facts on which the truth of 
chriſtianity depends, permit me to obſerve; 
that you muſt not (as too many of you, I 
perceive, do) confine yourſelves to the read- 
ing of books written by your countrymeh, 
but give due attention to Greek and Roman 
literature; by which only you can form a 
juſt idea of the ſtate of things in the times 
in which chriſttanity was promulgated. It 
is well known that there are no Hebrew 
writings of that period now extant. But 
other nations have had writers, and hiſto- 
rians, as well as yours; and they are intitled 
to credit in proportion to the marks of good 
information, and of veracity which they 
bear. Read then with attention the writ- 
ings of the age in which chriſtianity was 


promul gated, aud any others that are able to 


throw light upon it, and conſider who they 
were that received chriſtianity, and who 


they x were that rejeded it. This, I am per- 
; D 2 8 ſuaded, 
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ſuaded, will ſatisfy you, that the work was 
of God, and therefore that it was in vain 
that the rulers of your nation, and of the 
world oppoſed it. | 


* 
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LETTER lv. 
Of the Dottrine concerning the Meſliah. 


O U fay that whatever miracles might 
have been wrought by Chriſt and his 
apoſtles, he could not be your Meſjab, 
| becauſe he did not bear the proper charac- 
ters of the Meſſiah, as they are laid down 
in the prophets. But I earneſtly beg that 
you would re- conſider thoſe prophecies, and 
_ what 1s really ſaid of the perſon who is diſ- 
tinguiſhed by the title of the Meſſiab, or 
the anointed meſſenger of God. That par- 
ticular title is not uſed (except by Iſaiah, 
who gives it to Cyrus) by any of your 
© prophets 
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prophets before Daniel, who applies it to a 
perſon who was to be cut of, and who afhigns 
a term for that event, which muſt have been 
elapſed many centuries ago (Dan, ix. 24.) 
For ſeventy weeks (or a period conſiſting of as 
many years as ſeventy weeks contain days) 
from the command to rebuild Feruſalem, which 
was then in ruins, muſt, on any com- 
putation, have expired about the time of 
Chriſt. 6A. 
Your Rabbi Ifaac, in his celebrated trea- 
tiſe intitled the Bulwark of the Faith, ſays, 
that the ſeventy weeks of Daniel are a pe- 
riod of four hundred and ninety years, to 
be reckoned from the word of God to Jere- 
miah concerning the return from the Baby- 
loniſh captivity, or from the deſtruction of ' 
the temple by Nebuchadnezzar, to its de- 
ſtruction by Titus (Section 42). He alſo 
ſays, that Meſſiah, the prince, in the former 
part of the prophecy means Cyrus, who is 
called the Meſſiah, or the anointed, by Iſaiah; 
and that by the Meſſiah who is to be cut of, 
in the latter part of the prophecy, is meant 
the laſt king of the Jews, or Agrippa the 
Wo younger, 
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younger, who is faid by a ſpurious Joſephus 
(never quoted by any writer before the 
twelfth century) to have been Killed by 
Velpaſian before the taking of the city. 
But, to mention ho more objections ta 
this hypotheſis, from the deſtruction of the 
temple by Nebuchadnezzar to that by Titus 
was a period of more than fix hundred and 
fifty years; and king Agrippa was not cut off 
at all, but probably ended his days peaceably 
at Rome, as may be collected frotn the beſt 
accbunts of him. Beſides, the Meffidh men- 
tloned in the two parts of the fame pro- 
phecy, is, no doubt, the fame perfon, ho- 
evet he was; and if this be not youf proper 
Miſftah, where do yo ind him athounced 
at all, / name, in any prophecy whatever? 
Ot the other hand, Orobio, in his difpu- 
tation with" Limborch, maintaißed that the 
Meffiaf bf Daniel was the flrſt high- prleſt, 
WIdO lived together with, and after; Nehe- 
miah. But it is not at all neceſfety to tlic v 
bow il? this idea bortefponds to the lan- 
"guage rr 101189" 123761 901 pt 
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The miſtake which, for wiſe purpoſes, 
God has ſuffered you to fall into, has ariſen 
from your not having diſtinguiſhed between 
this ſuffering Meſſiah, and that prince of the 
houſe of David, under whom you are to en- 
joy the great proſperity that is promiſed to 
you in the latter days. All the temporal 
glory that you expect, will certainly be your 
lot; and the Meſſiah that you look for will 
come. For it is not the name, but the cha- 
rafter that is to be regarded, But if you 
admit the divine miſſion of Jeſus, you cannot 
object to his claim of being that ſuffering 
Meſiab, announced by the prophets. 8 
Your. future glory is diſtinctly foretold 
by many of the prophets. It is even the 
great burden of prophecy from Abraham 
to Zechariah, But it muſt. come in its 
proper time, And while you continue ob- 
ſtinately to refiſt God, in rejecting thoſe 
whom he ſent unto you, and cheriſh a tem- 
per of mind fo utterly unworthy of the 
high rank that is deſtined for you, I do not 
ſee how it can be conſiſtent with the pro- 
phecies that you ſhould be in any other ſtate 
D 4 than 
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than that moſt unhappy one in which you 


now are. 
You expect that your Meſſiah will be 
lineally deſcended from David, and therefore 


you cannot be reconciled to the idea of Jeſus 


being that Meſſiah, becauſe chriſtians ſay 
that he had no human father; ſo that ac- 
cording to your rules of genealogy, he could 
not be ſaid to be the ſon of David. But it is 
no where ſaid that the perſon who is cha- 
racterized by the title of Meſiah, ſhould be 
deſcended from David, but only that prince 
under whom you are to enjoy your temporal 
proſperity. | 

However, the hiſtory of the miraculous 
conception of Jeſus does not appear to me 
to be ſufficiently authenticated. The evi-, 


dence of it is by no means the ſame with 


that of his public life, his miracles, his 
death, and reſurrection, which are all that 
the truth of chriſtianity requires (and of 
which there were many witneſſes) and the 
original goſpel of Matthew, received by, your 
en, did not contain it. 


Your 
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Your ſacred books, as well as ours, being 
written by men, neither of them can be ex- 
pected to be entirely free from miſtakes, 
or exempt from interpolations. Yours, as 
you muſt acknowledge, have, in a courſe of 
time, ſuffered in. theſe reſpects. But it is 
ſufficient for us both, that the great events, 
on which every thing that is of importance 
to. our religion depends, .are true. As to 
any thing that is pot neceſſarily connected 
with ſuch events, and therefore is not ſup- 
ported by their evidence, we ſhould think 
ourſelves at liberty to receive or reject it, 
according to its ſeparate evidence. Myſelf, 
and many other chriſtians, are no believers 
in the miraculous conception of Jeſus, but 
are of opinion, that he was the legitimate 
ſon of Joſeph, who was of the family of 
David ; and ſuch ſeems to have been the 
opinion of the great body of Jewiſh chriſ- 
tians, who had more opportunity of inform- 
ing themſelves concerning the fact than the 
gentiles had. But we are not leſs firm be- 
lievers in all the public. tranſactions of the 
life of Jeſus, 1 in his miracles, his death, and 
" 
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his reſurreQtion ; ; and conſequently, in his 
divine miſſion. With reſpect to his ſup- 
poſed miraculous conception, and other ar- 
ticles relating to chriſtianity, but not effen, 
tial to it, do you examine and judge for 
yourſelyes, 45 


2 E T 113 E R v. 
| 15 22 Ob ſervatians, and cnclghon. 
8. of you may perhaps ſay, that you 


cannot enter into any diſcuſſion con- 
cerning the evidence of chriſtianity, till the 
different profeſſors of it ſhall agree among 
themſelves, and tell you what it really is, 
But this demand would be manifeſtly un- 
reaſonable ; becauſe it is very poſſible that 
chriſtianity may be true, though many per- 
ſons ſhould hold wrong opinions concerning 
it. You Jews hold very different opinions 
concerning. many things relating to yout 
Jaw. But does this circumſtance prove that 


it has no foundation in truth ? 
FP There 
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1 here is not, iudeed, any ſubject of hu- 
man ſpeculation, with reſpect to which 
different men have not maintained different 
opinions. Bat would you think it wiſe in 
any perſon to refute to ſtudy. the law, ot 
medicine, or philofophy, till all the pro-. 
feſſors of theſe ſciences: were agreed —_ 
the principles of them ? 

Beſides, all chriſtians are agreed wirk fe. 
ſpect to the great artieles of their faith. 
They all maintain that Jeſus had a divine 
miſſion, evidenced by his miracles and re- 
ſurrection; that he was the perſon an- 
nounced by your prophets undet the cha- 
rafter of the Meſſiah ; and that, though he 
is aſcended to heaven, he will come again 
to raiſe the dead, and judge the world. 
Admit the truth of theſe articles only, and 
we thall readily acknowledge ybu to be 
chtiſtians. As you acknowledge any man 
to be 'a believer in the religion of Mofes, 
wo admits Bir divine miffion ; nothing is 
requifite to denominate any perſon a chriſtian, 
but his believing the Uivitie miffion of Chrift, 

Wit ſtagger you to think that chriſtia- 
"nity ſhould” hebe bken 0 'corrapted, as it 
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muſt have been if my ideas of it be juſt; I 
beg leave to refer you to my Hiſtory of the 
Corruptions of Chriſtianity, in which you 
will find the origin and progreſs of them, I 
flatter myſelf, ſatisfactorily accounted for, 
without implying any reflection on chriſtia- 
nity itſelf. And if you wiſh to have a more 
particular account of the origin of the doc. 
trine of the 7rinity, at which you are fo juſtly 
ſcandalized, I refer you to my Hiftory of 
early Opinions concerning Feſus Chrift, in 
which you will ſee a full account of the 
riſe and progreſs of that doctrine, with all 
the changes it has undergone, from its 
ſource in the Platonic philoſophy to the 
e day. 

'You may, however, ſay, that chriſtians 
are ſo much divided among themſelves, that 
you do not know which denomination of 
them you can join. But the ſame may be 
ſaid concerning your religion. For there 
are different ſets among you, and you dif- 
fer in the interpretation of your ſcriptures 
a8 we do in that of ours. 

ö Beſides, there is no occaſion for you jews 
to connect yourſelves with any claſs of chriſ- 
| | | tians. 
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tians. On the contrary, ſince you, are ſtill 
to be diſtinguiſhed as Jes, no leſs than as 
cbriſtians, it will be more convenient for 
you to form a ſeparate church, and to keep 
your ſabbath as you now do. There are 
ſome chriſtians who obſerve the ſeventh 
day as well as yourſelves, and we conſider 
this circumſtance as making no ſchiſm in 
the chriſtian church. All the antient Jew- 
iſh chriſtians obſerved the ſeventh day for 
the purpoſe of public worſhip. 

It has pleaſed divine providence, for wiſe 
ends, no doubt, to permit both your reli- 
gion and ours to be groſsly corrupted. - 
Many things have been added to your Law 
entirely foreign to it ; and this has alſo been 
the caſe with chriſtianity. To the ſimple 
doctrine of the goſpel have been added ſuch 
opinions (borrowed from heathen philoſo- 
phy) as are utterly diſcordant with its ge- 
nuine principles, eſpecially that of the divi- 
nity of Chriſt; though the New Teſtameat 
no more repreſents him as a God, than the 
Old Teſtament does Moſes. But, as I have 
faid, there are many chriſtians who hold 


that 


— — 


— _ I my — ——_ 
Y y 
— woo AO mn. — uc acdc co ud. 71?ͥ9)4. was „“ — 
— — 4 „ - ar 
— — — —— 2 — _ — 2 — - 
2 — r T _ -_ : ö 


—— — wag + 


46 erer OE. 
that 2oQrine, and that of the trinity, in as 


much abhorrence as you can do. 


By all means read the New Teſtament for 
yourlelyes, and examine it with impartiality: 


Tt will be beſt underſtood by means of its 


connexion with the Old, as at conſiſts of 


books written by your countrymen, to 
whom your ſcriptures, and the language in 


which they are written, were familiar; ſo 
that the phraſeology is very much the ſame 


in both. You will find the hiftorical books, 


which are thoſe of the greateſt importance, 
written with the ſame fimplicity with thoſe 
of the Old Teſtament, by men of the great- 
eſt integrity and piety, who, like your ſacred 
writers, do not conceal their own faults, or 
thoſe of their friends; and very far will 
you be from perceiving in them any marks 
of artifice, or of a deſign to impoſe uron 
their readers, if it had been in their power, 
which it evidently was not. 
An impartial peruſal of theſe books, with 
an allowance for ſuch overſights as are inci- 
dent, to all writers, thoſe of your {ſcriptures 


not excepted, cannot byt give you a favour- 


able 
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able impreſſion of the charaQers of Chriſt 
and the apoſtles, and diſpoſe you to give 
more attention to the evidence of their miſ- 
fion from God. But, by all means, as be- 
comes men of reaſon and religion, endeavour 
to diveſt yourſelves of that extreme abhor- 
rence with which you have generally re- 
garded our religion, under the influence of 
which it will be impoſſible for you to form 
any right judgment. Such an extreme pre- 
judice as many of you have ſhown to the 
very name of cbriſtianity muſt incapacitate 
perſons for judging rightly concerning any 
ſubjet whatever. 

It is your belief, no lefs than it is mine, 
that God brings good out of all evil, and 
that he only permits the evil for the ſake of 
the good that is connected with it. Even 
the general unbelief of your nation, which 
is ſo much to be lamented in ſome treſpects, 
has had its uſe with regard to the credibility 
of the goſpel hiſtory. Had the great body 
of your nation, and eſpecially the rulers of 
it, in the time of Chriſt, or that of his 
apoſtles, embraced chriſtianity ; as it was 
a religion which ſprung up among your- 

ſclves 
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ſclves, it would have been ſaid, at this day, 
that it was a contrivance of thoſe who had 
it in their power to impoſe upon the com- 
mon people, and to make them believe what. 
ever they pleaſed ; and that your ſcriptures, 
which bear teſtimony to Chriſt, had been 
altered to favour the impoſture. Whereas 
the violent oppoſition which your nation in 
general, and the rulers of it, made to chriſ- 
tianity, and which has continued to the 
preſent, day, will for ever put it out of the 
power of unbelievers to ſay, that it was a 
ſcheme which the founders of it carried on 
in concert with any human powers. The 
work was not of man, but of God. It was 
founded on truth, and the pates of death 
cannot prevail againft it. Matt. xvi. 18. 
But if your temporary unbelief has 
anſwered ſo valuable a purpofe, a much 
greater, and a more happy one may be ex- 
pected from your converſion to chriſtianity, 
at the preſent, or ſome future time; when 
with that will be connected your reſtoration. 
to the divine favour, your re-ſettlement in 
your own country, and that glorious and 
proſperous ſtate in it which 1s certainly re- 
ſerved 
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ſerved for you. This will be ſuch a fulil- 
ment of a long train of prophecy, now exiſt- 
ing, in your ſacred books and ours, and 
which therefore can never be ſaid to have 
been made after the event, as muſt ſilence all 


incredulity, and eſtabliſh the pure worſhip 


of the God of Abraham, Iſaac, and Jacob, 


to the end of time. 
Even 'the corruption of chriſtianity, and 
that degree of unbelief in it which has been 


the conſequence of that corruption, will 
likewiſe appear, we cannot doubt, to have 


had. its uſe, viz. to make us examine our 


principles, in order to diſtinguiſh what is 


| 


true from what is falſe By this means we 
ſhall be better acquainted with the real na- 


ture and value of chriſtianity, and yield a 
better grounded, and more unwavering aſ- 
ſent to it, than we could have done, if we 
had only received it from our anceſtors, 
without any examination of our own. It 
is a knowledge of the oppoſition that has 
been made to any ſyſtem, and of the power 
of truth in overcoming that oppoſition, that 
can alone give a firm n to our 

faith in it. | 5 
| E We 
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We therefore owe infinite obligation to 
| Jour nation for upbraiding us, as you have 
never ceaſed to do, with paying divine ho- 
ndurs to Jeſus Chriſt, and making a trinity 
in the divine nature, and conſequently with 
being 7dolaters. | 

| Tt has been one principal means of making 
the more inquiſitive among us to conſider 
whether the heinous charge was a juſt one; 
and the confequence has been, that we have 


© , Found it to be fo. You had reaſon on your 


file, and we yield to it. With the fame 


a 


candour, do you alſo examine whether we 
have not, in other ceſpeRs, reaſon on our 
Ade alſb, and ſubmit to hat, not to ws, who 
+ afe only the means in the hand of "Oye 
dence of holding it out to you. 
If you will examine impartially In 
chriſtianity really „, and hot what it has 
deen */epreſented to be, you will find in it 
nothing at Which ydur minds ought to re- 
Volt. It is perfectly conſiſtent with all the 
Zeal you now have for the law of Moſes, 
| though it is höſtile to the additions which 
the Sctibes and Phariſees among you have 


made to * and 3 no perſon, except 
one 
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ons authorized by God for the purpoſe, had 
any right to make. 

Chriſtianity inculcates as fully as Moſes 
himſelf, the doctrines of the divine unity, 
and that of his placability to returuing pe- 
nitents, and it aſſerts with peculiar clear- 
neſs and energy that fundamental article of 
all practical teligion; the revelation of a 
future life; rectifying ſome miſtakes into 
which your anceſtors ſeem to have fallen 
with reſpect to it. But, whether you be 
offended or not, chriſtianity opens the gates 
of heaven to all the gentile world: 

This doctrine, however, is by no means 
inconſiſtent with any thing contained in 
your ſcriptures, hut, on the contrary, is 
really implied in them. For there we read 
that Enoch; Noah, Job, and many others, 
enjoyed the favour of God (and they will 
no doubt be happy ina future ſtate) though 
they lived before the publication of the law 
of Moſes, or even the appointment of cir- 
cumecifion, It is evident, therefore, that 
theſe rites are not, in their own nature, ne- f 

ceſſary to acceptanee with God. Nay, 
Abraham himſelf became the friend and 
E 2 favourite 
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favourite of God before he was circumciſed: 
and neither he, nor Iſaac, nor Jacob, were 
acquainted with the peculiar laws of Moſes. 
Why then ſhould you think it inconſiſtent 
with any maxim in the government of God, 
that he. ſhould be diſpoſed to make all the 
ſincerely. pious and virtuous happy? 
 . Your peculiar ritual cannot, from the 
nature. of it, be obſerved by all mankind. 
It is only adapted to a country of ſmall ex- 
tent, but ſufficient, and properly ſituated, to 
be the head of all countries, and where your 
nation will reign as 4ings and prieſis unto 
God, receiving the homage. of all other na- 
tions, and preſenting offerings to God on 
their behalf. If a ſituation like this does 
not gratify your higheſt ambition, you en- 
courage an ambition of a very prepoſterous 
and improper kiud,' inconſiſtent with the 
happineſs of all other nations, and indeed 
with that of your own. But can you really 
think that God made all the gentile nations 
to be your ſlaves and vaſſals, and did not 
rather intend that your preheminence ſhould 
have for its object in the great plan of pro- 
vidence, the n of the whole world ? 
The 
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The head, though the moſt honourable 
member of the body, is calculated to be 
ſubſervient to the whole ſyſtem. The fa- 
mily of Aaron ſupplies you with prieſts, but 
it is for the uſe of all the twelve tribes; 
and the family of David gives you kings, 
but for the happineſs of the nation at large. 
In like manner, your whole nation is to be 
the head of all the nations of the earth, 
in order to its being the medium of com- 
municating happineſs to all mankind, who 
are equally the offspring of God, and the 
care of his providence, with yourſelves.—+ 
Let then this great, this rational, and de- 
ſirable preheminence content you, and let all 
idea of oppoſition, and difference of intereſt, 
ceaſe, We will receive and honour you as 
our elder . brethren, in the great family of 
God. Acknowledge us as your younger 
brethren. 

Your nation is the great object towards 
which our eyes are directed. From the call 
of Abraham, you have been the chief inſtru- 
ment in the hands of God of inſtructing 
mankind in the great truths of religion. 
Your ſufferings have had the ſame object 
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with your proſperity; and having now, we 


hope, nearly anſwered their end, may the 
God of heaven, the God of Abraham, Iſaac, 
and Jacob, the God whom we chriſtians as 
well as you Jews worſhip (and whom we 
haye learned of you to worſhip) be graciouſly 
pleaſed to put an end to them, gather you 
from among all nations, as he has promiled, 
re-ſettle you in your own country, the land 
of Canaan, and, under princes of the family 
of Dayid, make you the moſt illuſtrous, as 
you are now the moſt deſpiſed, of all the na- 
tions of the earth. 

With my moſt earneft prayers for your 


happineſs, temporal and ſpiritual, I am, 
| Your brother in the worſhip 
Of the one only true God, ö 
JOSEPH PRIESTLEY, 


P. S. I am far from flattering myſelf that 
the little which I have now advanced ſhould, 


ol itfelf, make any of you converts to chriſ- 


tianity. My utmoſt hope is, that it may 


be the means of drawing your attention to 
the ſubject, and eſpecially to the ſtudy of 


* your 
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your ſcriptures and ours in conjunction; that 
you may judge for yourſelves whether there 
be reaſon in what I have advanced, or not, 
Your converſion muſt be the reſult of your 
own diligent ſtudy, and impartial enquiry, 
with the bleſſing of God. In order to con- 
tribute the little that may be in my power 
to ſo defirable an event, I ſhall be very happy 
to hear what any of your learned men may 
object to my ſtate of the evidences of chriſ- 
tianity in this ſmall tract; and I do aſſure 
you that I will conſider your objections with 
the greateſt attention, Let us then freely 
confer and reaſon together on the ſubject; and 
if we ſhould not entirely conyince one an- 
other, we ſhall at leaſt haye an opportunity 
of ſhewing our candour and good will. 
Lou will pleaſe to take particular notice, 
that my chief object (beſides ſhewing that 
the proper characters of the perſon who is 
diſtinguiſhed in your prophecies by the title 
of Meffiah apply to Jeſus Chriſt, and to no 
other) is to convince you that the proper, 
that is the hi/ftorical evidence for the miracles 
of Chriſt is of the very ſame kind with that 
E 4 | to 


mit nnn 

to which you muſt have recourſe, in order 
to prove the truth of thoſe of Moſes, and, 
upon the whole, more ſtrong and fatiſ- 
factory. If therefore, it be in your power to 
perſuade a heathen, that God really ſpake to 
your anceſtors by Moſes; by the force of 
exactly ſimilar arguments, you ought to 
knowledge that the ſame great Being ſpake 
by Chriſt and the apoſtles; and on whatever 
principles you reject the evidence of chriſ- 
tian miracles, any perſon will be juſtified in 
rejecting thoſe on which the truth of your 


_ own religion reſts. 


Diligently, then, compare the hiſtorical 


evidence of the two religions. Both, you 
will find, are, in reality, but one. They are 


perfectly conſiſtent with, nay, they imply, 
h oe, RT muſt ſtand e or Fas ger, 
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or his Treatiſe on Neceſſity, $vo. 68. ſewed, 73. bound. | 


19. A Defence ofthe Doꝶrine of Necess:Tr, in two Letters 
to the Rev. Mr. john Palmer, 28. 


20. ALetterto Jacon BATANA, Eſq; in Defence of Philoſq- 
phical Neteffity, 1s. 585 | 
The two preceding Articles may . be properly bound up with the 


|; 
ö 
f 


ſccend volume Diſquiſitions on Matter and Spirit. | | 

21. LETTERS to a PH1ILO6QPHICAL UNBELLEVER, Part I. 
Containing an Examinatioa of the principal Objections to the 
Doctrines of Natural Religion, and eſpecially thoſe contained in 
the Writings of Mr. Hume, 38. ſewed. 


22. ADDITIONAL LzTT EAS to a PAI IOS HI AL Unme. 
LIEVER in Anſwer to Mr, WILLIAu Haun, 18, 6d. 


23. Lrrrzxdto a PHilos0PHICAL UNBELLEVER, Part II. 
containing State of the Evidence of Revealed Religion, with 
Animadverſions on the two laſt Chapters of the firſt Volume of 
Mr. Gibbons Hiſtory of the Decline and Fall of the Roman Empire, 38. 

N. B. The two Parts, bound together, including Art. 22, 78. 6d. 

24. A Harmony of the EVANCELISTS in Greek: To which 


ge are prefixed CRITIcAL DissERTATIONS in Engliſh, 4to. 145, 
„ in boards, 47s. bend. ft $f 2231 | 
25. A Harmony of the EvancerisTs in Enghiþ; with 
Notes, and an vcoutiona! Paraphiaſe for the Ute of che Unc 


learned ; 


58 BOOKS unde & Db PRIESTLEV. 
ed to Aſſemblies of Proteſtant Diſſenting Miniſters, aud publiſh. 
175 at their Requeſt, price 18. 6d, 


45. The proper Conſtitution of a Chriſtiag Church conſidered, 
in a Sermon preached at Birmingham, November 3, 1782 ; 10 
e hich is prefized' a Diſcourſe relating to the preſent * 
thoſe who are called Rational Niſſenters, price is, 


46. The Impottance and Extent of FREE ENG in "1 


: ters of Reli igion, 4 Sermon, preached Nov. 5, 1785; to which are 
p added, Reflections on tlie preſent State of Free inquiry in this 


Country; and Animadverfions on ſome Paſſages in Mr. White's 
Sermons at the Bampton Lectures, on Mr. Howes's Diſcourſe on 
the Abuſe of the Talent of Niſputstion in Religion, and ons 
pamphlet entitled Primitie Caudour, price is. 6d, 
N. B. The preceding fermions, N. 42 to 46, inclufive, thay be had 
i boards, 65. by giving Orders far Dr. Prieltley's Sermons, 
47. For ws of Peayte, and other Offices; forthe Ufe of Unt. 

tarian Socigries. Price 38. in boards, 

By 48. ACertenien ſor Children and Young Perſons, ts Edit. 4d. 


1,49. A cars CATECHISM, copſtſting of a Series gf 
Uuelitions ; with References to the Seriptures, inſte ad of An- 


wers, d K dition, gd. 

50. Cons ibu ations for the Uſe of Young Men, and the 
bern of Young Men, ad Edition, ad. 

* 0 A Sei 10us Apnteess 0 Maſters of Families, with n 
ily Prayer; 2d Edition, g. 

2. "A Ftee Addrefs to Proteflant Diffenters as och. Bye 
Diſſenter. A new Edition, enlarged and correfted; 13. d. An 
Allowance 18 made to thoſe wt we this W ren to give 
away. 

e 83 APPEAL to the ſotions BY candid Profeſſors of Chriſ. 
tianity, on the following ſubjecis, | viz. 1. The Uſe of Reaſon 
in Matters of Religion. 2. The Powerof Man todo the Will of 
God, 3. Original Sin. 4. Klection and Reprobation. 5. The 

| Divinity of Qhriſt; and 6, Atonement for $in by the Death of 
- + Chrift, a new Edition; to which i is added; a Conciſe Hiſtory of 
thoſe Doctrines, ad. An Edition in larger Print, price Gd. 


* . A Familiar Iluſtration of certain Paſſages of Scripture, 
eluting to the fame SubjeRs; the ad Edition, 6d, = 
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85. The Tatumyn of Tzurn; being an Account of the 
Trial of Mr. ELwaLL for Hereſy and Blaſphemy, at Stafford 
Aſſizes, before Judge Denton, ad Edition, ad. 


56. A Fazs Appress to thoſe who have petitioned for the 
Repeal of the late Act of Parliament in favour of the Roux 
CaTHoLics. Price 2d. or 12s. per Hundred to give away. | 


57. Dr. Watts's Hiſtorical Catechiſm, with Alterations, 6d. 


N. B. The laſt Ten Tracts may be had all together, in boards 
45. 6d. by giving Orders for Dr. Prieſtley's ſmaller Tracts. x 


58. A Generar View of the Arguments for the Unity of 
God, and againſt the Divinity and Pre- exiſtence of Chriſt, from 
Reaſon, from the Scriptures, and from Hiſtory, ad Edition, 
price 2d. | 

59. A Sermon preached before the Congregation of Proteftant 
Difſenters at Mill Hill Chapel, Leeds, May 16, 1773, on Occa- 
fon of the Author's reſigning his Paſtoral Office among them, 15s. 


Alſo Publifbed under the Direction of Dr. Pr1tsrTLEY. 
THE THEOLOGICAL REPOSITORY: 


Conſiſting of Original Eſſays, Hints, Queries, &c. calculated 
to promote Religious Knowledge, in three Volumes, 8vo. 
Price 18s. in boards, or 11. 1s. bound. Among other articles 
too many to be enumerated in an Advertifement, theſe three 

volumes will be found to contain ſuch original and truly valu- 
able obſervations on the doctrine of Atonement, the Pre- 
exiſlence of Chrift, and the Inſpiration of the Scriptures, more 
eſpecially reſpe&ing the Harmony of the Evangelifis, and the 
Reaſoning of the Apoſile Paul, as cannot fail to recommend 
them to thoſe Perſons who wifh to make a truly free Inquiry 
into theſe important ſubjects. 

This Work has been lately reſumed, a 4th and 5th Volume 
have been publiſhed, price 138. in boards, and the 6th is prints 
ing in numbers, = | 


*,* The Doctor's Wonxs, complete, 151. 108. in boards. 


